The Congress of Vienna

The year is 1814, and Napoleon Bonaparte has almost been defeated.  After a quick military coup d’etat in France followed by European domination, Napoleon is unable to conquer Russia and is exiled.  However, Napoleon will soon be making a popular return to rule France and will face his arch-enemy, England, at the Battle of Waterloo.

In Vienna the top European leaders meet to discuss the future of Europe.  How do they restore order and stability to a Europe whose land has torn apart by war and whose leaders have been driven from power?
As one of the five key European representatives at the Congress of Vienna, you will be responsible for rebuilding a stronger continent while fighting for what your country wants.  Despite your nation’s desires, you must come to an agreement with your fellow diplomats and write up a contract that describes your decisions.  

Remember everyone’s major territorial aims:

1. Create a balance of power in Europe

2. Contain France and keep it in check

3. Restore legitimate leaders to power

England – Viscount Castlereagh

As the arch-enemy of the French Empire you hold very strong beliefs about how to deal with Napoleon.  Remember, you defeated his army before he became Emperor at the Battle of Trafalgar.  At that battle Napoleon attempted an attack on your navy near Egypt, one of your strongest colonial holdings.  As Emperor he devised the Continental System, in which your island was blockaded from Europe. If you had your way, France would be disciplined harshly!

Keep the following guidelines in mind at the meeting table:

1. You will not compromise when it comes to your naval power

2. France is your supreme enemy, and they have often given the Americans help in order to harm you

3. Your colonial possessions are very valuable to you, do what it takes to maintain them and acquire more.  Maybe you can take some of France’s colonies?

Russia – Tsar Alexander I

In 1812 Napoleon made one of his most disastrous mistakes – trying to conquer Russia.  To make matters worse, you were technically his ally!  But as you began to help England and began to set your eyes on Polish territory to control, you became a threat to Napoleon.  Although your forces destroyed the French army, the scorched-earth policy you employed left your nation in ruins.  Who deserves to pay for that?

Keep the following in mind at the meeting table:

1. You have your own imperial ambitions to conquer nearby territories of Finland and Poland

2. England is a major ally, you’ll want to suck up to them

3. You are also going to back Prussia in their aims to re-gain control over territories surrounding them, like Saxony

Prussia – Prince Karl August von Hardenberg

Despite Napoleon’s rampage of power throughout Europe, Prussia was able to remain free of French control.  Although Napoleon never directly ruled your nation, he did force you into a peace treaty that made you an ally.  Worst of all, Napoleon forced the old, established ruling families of Prussia out of power and replaced them with political puppets – absolute dolts who would do whatever Napoleon willed.  

Keep the following in mind at the meeting table:

1. Your first priority is to get your dignity back!  You should restore your true, legitimate rulers and control Germanic territories along the Rhine River

2. You know that Metternich will dominate the debate in Vienna, but don’t let him boss Prussia around!

3. Russia has decided to back your territorial goals, show them your appreciation and let them help you

Austria – Prince Klemens von Metternich

Besides hating Napoleon for conquering Austria, you find the Emperor of France to be a personal enemy.  In part, you are jealous of Napoleon’s success at European domination and take advantage of Napoleon’s downfall in Russia to mediate peacekeeping between Russia, France, and Prussia.  This gives you an upper hand on the international scene.  In the end, you concluded that a peace agreement with Napoleon would be impossible, and that someone must put him in his place.  

Keep the following in mind at the meeting table:

1. You want France’s borders redrawn to what they were in 1792, before Napoleon took power

2. You are the principal negotiator at this meeting table, act like an authority!

3. In the course of negotiations you also develop a hatred for Russia’s Tsar, Alexander 1, due to his senseless ambitions to take over Poland

4. You are going to seek alliances with England and Prussia, support their goals

France – Charles Maurice de Talleyrand-Perigord

You have been a very successful French diplomat for Louis XVI, throughout the French Revolution, and under Napoleon.  Due to your long-standing relationship with the French government, you favor a return of traditional authorities to France.  In particular, the noble Bourbon family looks ideal for a new monarchy.  However, your goals at the Congress of Vienna are to try to avoid harsh punishment of France because of what Napoleon has done.  Try to protect your territories and your authority as best you can.

Keep the following in mind at the meeting table:

1. Originally, the other nations at the meeting did not want you to participate!  Make sure you have a voice for France and small countries

2. France’s downfall under Napoleon begins with their loss to the Russians, make sure Russia doesn’t try to get their way through sympathy

3. Make as many friends at the meeting as possible, even if that means softening England up to you a bit
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The Congress of Vienna

Upon meeting this ninth of June in the year eighteen-hundred and fifteen, the esteemed delegates from the nations of Great Britain, Austria, Prussia, Russia, and France have agreed to the following terms and territorial changes that promote the balance of power, authoritative legitimacy, and general well being of Europe and all its inhabitants:
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The terms of this agreement are to take effect immediately upon approval from the delegates present at is creation.

Viscount Castleraegh, Great Britain


Klemens von Metternich, Austria

Karl August von Hardenberg, Prussia


Tsar Alexander I, Russia

Charles Maurice de Talleyrand-Perigord, France

What Really Happened at Vienna?

Territorial Changes:

1. Russia was given most of Poland (Duchy of Warsaw) and was allowed to keep Finland

2. Prussia was given 2/5 of Saxony, part of Poland, and the area along the Rhine

3. A confederation of 39 German States was created from the 300!  It was controlled by the Austrian Emperor

4. The Kingdom of the Netherlands was created out of the Dutch Republic and Austrian Netherlands

5. Norway was transferred to Sweden

6. Sweden gave one of its territories (Swedish Pomerania) to Prussia

7. Switzerland was declared a neutral territory

8. Austria gained control of the former Illyrian Provinces and regained control over all lost territory

9. The Papal States were returned to the Pope

10. England was given control of more African and Asian colonies and control of the seas

11. France was deprived of all territory conquered by Napoleon

12. France was restored under the rule of Louis XVIII

13. Spain was restored under the rule of Ferdinand VII

Europe, 1792
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