
World&History&
Unit&2:&Classical&Empires&
Skill:&Historical&Argumentation&&

&
!Defining!“Empire:”!Examining!the!Evidence&

&
This&week,&we&are&going&to&examine&the&ways&in&which&cityAstates&politically&evolved&to&become&
empires,&and&how&that&influenced&social,&cultural,&and&economic&life&for&people&within&those&
empires.&&The&term&“empire”&is&one&most&people&are&familiar&with,&but&we&need&to&create&a&
historically&exact&and&accurate&definition&of&the&term&in&order&to&study&them&over&the&next&five&
weeks.&&&
&
First,&let’s&examine&what&we&already&know&and&associate&with&the&term&“empire.”&&In&your&groups,&
brainstorm&a&full&definition,&or&a&list&of&associated&terms&(or&both)&for&the&term&“empire.”&

&
&
Empire:&&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&

Our&goal&today&is&to&correct,&modify,&and&expand&our&prior&understanding&of&“empire”&to&make&it&
historically&accurate&and&specific.&&To&do&this,&your&groups&will&examine&a&selection&of&primary&and&
secondary&source&evidence&from&the&period&of&classical&empires.&&&
&
As&you&examine&the&sources&posted&on&Showbie&look&for&patterns.&&Your&goal&is&to&generate&a&list&of&
7A10&characteristics&of&all&empires&based&on&the&evidence&provided.&&Remember,&that&your&list&has&
to&be&different&from&characteristics&of&civilization,&as&empires&are&a&specific&type&of&civilization.&&&
&
List&the&possible&characteristics&of&empire:&

&
1.&
&
&
2.&
&
&
3.&
&
&
4.&
&
&
5.&&
&

6.&
&
&
7.&&
&
&
8.&
&
&
9.&
&
&
10.&

Name:_________________________&



The!Characteristics!of!Empire, and!the!Accomplishments!of!Alexander!the!Great!
  

Objective:*Using*the*primary*and*secondary*source*documents*below,*identify*the*
accomplishments*of*Alexander*the*Great*as*an*empire?builder*and*evaluate*how*

well*the*Greeks*overcame*the*challenges*characteristic*of*all*empires. 
 

Directions: 
 
1. In&groups,&read/analyze&(and%annotate!!!)&the&following&documents&and&identify&

the&specific&historical&accomplishments&of&Alexander&the&Great&as&an&empireA
builder&by&looking&for&patterns.&Use&the&characteristics&of&empires&we&
brainstormed&as&a&class&to&help&you&determine&those&accomplishments,&and&list&
your&top&five&down&the&left&column&of&the&chart&below.&&

2. As&a&group,&go&back&to&the&evidence&specific&to&each&accomplishment.&Examine&the&
evidence&more&closely&to&assess&how%well%Alexander%overcame%the%challenges%of%
empire%building.&This&is&your&own&historical&opinion.&BulletApoint&evidence&in&the&
appropriate&boxes&to&support&your&claim.&

3. When&your&chart&is&complete,&take&a&step&back&and&assess&Alexander’s&strengths&and&
weaknesses&as&a&whole.&Can&you&write&a&thesis&that&states&your&argument?&
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Overall,&what&is&the&
main&idea&of&the&

map?&

How&does&this&
document&help%

support%me%to%answer&
the&essential&question?&

How%well%did%
Alexander%the%Great%

overcome%the%
challenges%of%building%

an%empire?&

What&specific%
supporting%details%
can%I%pull%from%this%
document&to&support&
my&response&to&the&
essential&question?&

What&are&two&
questions&I&have&

about&the&
document?&

What&is&the&
perspective&of&the&
author?&(i.e.&is&
there&a&bias?)&
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Thesis!Statement!!!!!
&

Creating%a%basic%thesis%statement:%%
&
Write&one&sentence&that&states&whether&or&not&Alexander&the&Great&overcame&the&
challenges&of&empire&building.&&
&
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________&
%
Three%pieces%of%evidence%that%supports%your%basic%thesis%statement:%
&
1.&_____________________________________________________________________________________________________&
&
&
2.&_____________________________________________________________________________________________________&
&
&
3.&_____________________________________________________________________________________________________&
&

Create%a%proficient%thesis%statement%that%combines%your%basic%thesis%with%your%
evidence!%

&
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________&
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________&
&

Create%an%advance%thesis%statement!%
%

To&move&from&proficient&to&advanced,&you&need&to&enhance&your&argument&with&historical&context&
and&an&elevated&vocabulary.&&You&can&do&this&by:&

• Adding&important&historical&facts&that&situate&the&argument&in&the&correct&time&period.&
• Add&a&contrasting&element&(a&counterAargument).&
• RankAorder&the&evidence,&or&state&which&point&it&most&significant&to&the&thesis&as&a&whole.&&
• Adds&significance&to&your&argument.&
• &

This&may&expand&your&thesis&to&two&sentences,&and&that&is&OK!&&&Write&your&advanced&thesis&in&the&
space&below:&

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________&
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________&
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________&
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________&
&


